
 
June 13, 2010 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

JUDGE GRANTS ATTORNEY GENERAL’S PETITION FOR DISCOVERY AND 

INVESTIGATION AGAINST BP 

 

(Belle Chasse, LA)--- On June 10, 2010, Judge Joy C. Lobrano, 25
th

 JDC, granted 

Attorney General Buddy Caldwell’s Petition for Discovery and Investigation, giving the 

Louisiana Attorney General’s Office authorization to proceed for discovery and investigation 

against British Petroleum.  The purpose of the petition is to gather information as part of the 

State’s investigation as to the causes of the spill and impacts to our state.  The petition alleges 

that BP has failed to cooperate and share important information with the State, specifically 

information requested repeatedly by the Louisiana Workforce Commission and the Louisiana 

Department of Social Services regarding all claims data collected by ESIS, the third party 

administrator for claims, and for information about workers hired by BP.  The petition requests 

the state have access to all data relating to the oil spill claims process, including real time access 

to ESIS’s claims database. This will allow the state to monitor BP's claims process to ensure that 

the citizens of Louisiana are being treated fairly and are receiving proper assistance. 

 

In addition to accessing claims information, the Attorney General is requesting BP turn 

over all information in their possession regarding the circumstances surrounding the explosion, 

fire and consequences of the oil spill, and all information with respect to the consistency and 

characteristics of the oil including information pertinent to the spill’s volume and rate of flow.  

The Attorney General’s Office is also requesting BP provide information regarding the 

composition of mud used in drilling and top kill operations, and all water and air quality data, as 

well as information relating to the choice, use, and effects of chemical dispersants. 

 

The Petition was filed in the 25
th

 Judicial District Court, Plaquemines Parish, and is 

presided over by the Honorable Judge Joy C. Lobrano.  British Petroleum has ten days to object 



to the petition, after which the Attorney General’s Office can begin their discovery and 

investigation.  

-END- 

 

 


